Patients with recurrent injuries--psychosocial characteristics and injury panorama.
Accidents are often considered to be a direct function of exposure to risk, but this study implies that there are subgroups of patients that expose themselves to more risks than others. Based on a consecutive series of moderately injured patients this study aimed to compare patients with repeated trauma episodes with patients with single trauma. The study showed that the former had experienced more violence during their lives, had a less favourable psychosocial situation and more often reported psychiatric problems and alcohol abuse compared with the latter, confirming the clinical knowledge that injury recurrence is associated with risk factors such as alcohol abuse, pre-existing psychopathology and a propensity towards violence.